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Maplebrook School celebrated 

the opening of its 25th annual art 

show on May 2nd with a well at-

tended Kentucky Derby party. 

The show, entitled òOver Hill 

and Daleó featured an array of 

artists and subjects including 

many regional land-

scapes and a variety of 

equine art.  Guests 

were greeted by the 

old time sound of the 

red and white striped 

Salisbury Brass Band 

playing My Old Ken-

tucky Home as they 

entered Thalheimer 

Hall. 

Inside, there was a flurry of activ-

ity as people didnõt know whether 

they should first place their bet 

on their favorite horse or dive 

right into a delectable spread of 

derby foods.  The buffet included 

Kentucky Burgoo, essentially a 

meat and vegetable stew tradi-

tionally made with squirrel and 

rabbit meat, but for this occasion, 

pork and chicken.  Attendees 

sampled Kentucky hot browns 

and thoroughbred pie.  Stissing 

House Restaurant in Pine Plains, 

Serevan Restaurant in Amenia, 

and The Farmerõs Wife in An-

cramdale made wonderful contri-

butions.  Maplebrook Chefs, 

Vinnie Iannacone and Scott 

Fabia, made splendid desserts to 

compliment an already wonderful 

spread.   

At the opening, many people had 

their first taste of an authentic 

mint julep - Kentucky bourbon 

and freshly minted syrup in-

fused with real mint. The Cas-

cade Spirit Shoppe in Amenia 

provided a fine assortment of 

wine as well.   

Also on display was Seabiscuit 

memorabilia on loan from the 

private collection of Jackie 

Singer at Pinnacle Farm in 

Cornwall, CT.  The artifacts 

included art work, programs 

and a saddle which got every-

one in the mood for the raceõs 

exciting live broadcast.  An 

entertaining talk by two former 

race jockeyõs, Rodney Markgraf 

and Christine Clayton followed.  

They talked about Mine That 

Birdõs miraculous run and spoke 

about òThe Life of a Jockey.ó 

The art show offered a wide 

array of sculpture and portraits 

in bronze and cast stone, pho-

tography and paintings in vari-

ous mediums. While most of 

the artists came from the tri-

state region, the featured artist, 

Terry Lindsey is from Vermont.  

Her work centers on equine 

sports and portrayed vivid pic-

tures of muscular horses racing 

and resting, primarily in Sara-

toga.  There were impressionistic 

renderings of horses by Susan 

Dorazio from Colebrook, CT 

and Deb OõSullivan of Pawling.  

Kerry Millikin showed bold 

bronzes and Juliet Harrison of-

fered several almost abstract 

black and white horse 

photographs. 

Landscapes included 

strong pastels by Sharon 

artist, Pieter Lefferts, 

large golden luminescent 

landscapes by Millbrook 

artist, Jack Neubauer, 

and Berkshire scenes by 

Patricia Ryan and Josie 

Jannsen. 

Other artists included Erika Cro-

fut, Roger McKee, and Michael 

Spross as well as Tilly Strauss, 

Peggy Kauffman, Jim Adair, 

Mary Whitehill, Frank Munzer, 

and Colleen McGuire.  Also rep-

resented were Tarryl Gabel, Judy 

Reynolds and Susan Hennelly, 

who have had solo shows at 

Maplebrook in previous years.  

Forty-three artists were repre-

sented in the show overall. 

According to Events Planner, 

Lawrence Davis-Hollander, òThe 

opening was a great deal of fun 

and truly something exceptional 

for the area.  We had some really 

high quality artwork in a wide 

range of prices.  All of the foods 

were excellent.  People really 

enjoyed themselves and Maple-

brook received 40% of the sales 

for student scholarships - a bene-

fit for everyone.ó 
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From the Head of School/CEOé. 

Donna M. Konkolics 

Head of School/CEO 

The faculty and staff at Maplebrook School are pledged to educate youngsters with learning 

differences and facilitate their development in academics, social skills, athletics and character.  

Commitment is the state of being committed to a meritorious goal.  Most of these professionals 

have chosen to live in a boarding school environment to best accomplish this lofty goal.  They 

are deeply involved with every aspect of campus life and the particular roles they have chosen.  

Simply put, they care.  An honest commitment means 100%.  It means self-discipline, it means 

loyalty, and it means being able to be counted on in the clutch.  Our faculty and staff exhibit 

these virtues each day. 

The largest difference between working at a boarding school as opposed to a day school or resi-

dential school, is the level of involvement one feels.  This should not be surprising because 

when your place of employment is also your home, you tend to be involved to a greater degree.  

At Maplebrook, as in most boarding schools, we make things happen.  We create and monitor 

programs that promote the learning and the development of skills necessary for our students to 

become successful in todayõs complex world. 

The boarding school tradition is a vibrant one that has endured for several centuries.  It is one 

that has helped mold the character of young men and women since its inception.  A profes-

sional position at a boarding school is more than a job ð it is a way of life.  Responsibility, hard 

work, loyalty and trust are intertwined in a complex and unique pattern that create a sense of 

commitment.  At Maplebrook, the faculty and staff share this sense of commitment that makes 

all things possible.  That is why we make the difference!  
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