
Maplebrook Parent-to-Parent At A Glance 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

(I. Special Events Month by Month Section and II. Topic by Topic Section) 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS MONTH BY MONTH 
 
 

SCHOOL YEAR PREPARATION: 
 

Q What type of information will I 
receive before the school year? 

A In April, upon receipt of your contract, 
you will receive all necessary health 
forms.  It is important to schedule your 
child’s physical early to ensure all forms 
are complete before the first day of 
school. 

A In June, a large mailing containing 
information regarding school supplies 
for the schoolhouse, athletic teams and 
dormitory, a clothing list, a laundry 
service/dry cleaning application for 
academic students, permission/consent 
forms for various activities,  information 
concerning the one-plate meal program, 
a tentative fall sports schedule, and a 
birthday party planning form for 
academic students. Both academic and 
CAPS program parents will receive the 
MBS computer and internet use policy 
agreement, and a copy of the updated 
Parent/Student Handbook which 
explains school rules and dress code, 
lists local hotels, a school phone 
directory, as well as other information.  
Also included for both campuses, is a 
schedule of the opening day activities 
and a travel itinerary information 
request form. 

A In late August, you will receive a mailing 
including your student’s roommate 
assignments and big brother/big sister 
information.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Q Who should be contacted for 
tuition and financial assistance 
questions? 

A The business office at extension 221 is 
open Mon-Fri 9:00 am – 5:00 pm. 

 

SEPTEMBER: 
 

Q May I send clothes to the school 
before Opening Day? 

A Yes, boxes should be addressed to 
Maplebrook School, 5142 Route 22, 
Amenia, New York 12501 with the 
student’s name clearly printed on the 
box.  Boxes will be moved by MBS staff 
to the student’s dorm room before their 
arrival. 
 

Q Where should I go upon arrival on 
Opening Day?  

A Academic students should check in at 
Thalheimer Hall, and CAPS students 
should check in at the CAPS Student 
Union.  A campus map is located in the 
Parent/Student Handbook received in 
the June mailing. 
 

Q What does check-in day include?  
A CAPS students will receive their dorm 

key, have their student I.D. photo taken, 
receive information concerning the 
setting up of a local bank account, and 
meet CAPS staff members.  Parents are 
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also asked to meet with the school 
nursing team before leaving campus.  
New parents are directed to the Merck 
Chapel for a 3:00 pm orientation 
meeting with the CAPS directors and 
other MBS administrators. 

A Parents of Academic students will 
receive a parent reference card 
including their child’s dormitory 
assignment, email address and 
voicemail number, dormitory phone 
numbers, mentor assignment, name of 
Parent Communication Coordinator 
(PCC), and their apprentice job 
assignment.  Parents can set up student 
bank accounts and students can sign up 
for the special Sundays in New York City 
offered during the year.  Cell phones 
and travel documents are turned in for 
safe keeping.  A new parent orientation 
meeting is held in the Chapel at 4:00 pm 
and at the same time students meet in 
Rossman Hall for an orientation session.  
After the orientation, all parents are 
invited to dinner in the Maples Dining 
Hall following which students will be 
involved in socialization activities aimed 
towards getting acquainted with each 
other. 

A Moving In:  After checking in, parents 
may accompany their child to the dorm 
to be greeted by dorm staff and shown 
to their room where they can assist 
their child in unpacking and settling in.  
Any food items should be labeled with 
the student’s name and turned into the 
dorm staff to be stored in dorm snack 
closets and cupboards.  During this time 
mentors will be on campus to meet 
parents and mentees. 
 

Q What CANNOT be brought for the 
dorm room? 

A The Parent/Student Handbook, received 
in the June mailing, lists specific items 
which are not allowed in the rooms. 

Q What can I add to my ȅƻǳƴƎǎǘŜǊΩǎ 
room to make it more like home? 

A Any of the following items: 
ü Small bedside table 
ü Desk lamp  
ü Bedside nightstand or drawers 
ü Small area rugs 
ü Over the door hooks work well for 

extra hanging storage 
ü Plastic hangers for your student’s 

garments 
ü Under the bed storage units 6-8” 

in height  
ü 2-3 Unframed posters can be hung 

with tacks and/or framed posters 
requiring nails will be hung by the 
maintenance staff during the first 
week of school to minimize 
damage to the walls 

ü Posterboard is provided to hang 
small pictures, personal 
mementos, etc.  

ü One large box fan is supplied for 
each room 
 

Q When can I call my Maplebrook 
student? 

A Before leaving campus on the first day, 
parents should talk with dorm staff to 
set up their child’s “phone night.” 

A In order to assist new students in 
acclimating to MBS, parents are asked 
to NOT call their youngster before 
Wednesday of the first week. Any 
questions before that should be 
addressed to staff. 

A Students should be given and 
instructed, by parents prior to Opening 
Day, in the use of a phone card. 
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A All students are assigned a voice 
mailbox and e-mail address which can 
be used for leaving messages.  Students 
receive their voicemail number and e-
mail address on Opening Day at the 
registration table. 

 

Q When do students have access to 
the phone and computer lab? 

A The computer lab is open to all students 
after study hall (approx. 8:20pm-8:40) 
for e-mail, Monday through Thursday. 
On weekdays students are back in their 
dorms by 8:45pm; 8:45-9:30 is the time 
period they are available to be on the 
dorm phone (Evans Hall- ext. 243, 
Marjorie Finger Hall ext. 244, Brook 
House- ext. 247, & Woodcliff- 845-373-
8766).  Other good times to reach your 
youngster in the dorm are Sunday 
mornings 10am-noon & Saturdays 4-
5pm. 
 

Q What sport will my youngster be 
playing? 

A Fall sport choices include co-ed soccer, 
field hockey, co-ed cross country and 
co-ed equestrian.  Sign-ups and tryouts 
are held during the first week of school.  
All students will be participating in a 
sport each season.  In the June packet a 
tentative fall schedule is included.  If 
planning to attend games, please call 
ahead as last minute changes to the 
schedule may occur. 
 

Q What arrangements are made for 
the attending of Jewish holiday 
(Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur) 
services? 

A Students may sign up to attend a temple 
service for Rosh Hashanah and Yom 

Kippur.  You are also welcome to take 
your child home for the holidays.  These 
are excusable absences from classes.  

 

OCTOBER: 
 

Q When do we find out about fall 
tŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ²ŜŜƪŜƴŘΚ 

A The dates for Parent’s Weekend are 
included in the June mailing.  It is 
recommended that reservations are 
made at this time as local hotels and 
motels fill up quickly.  A listing of local 
lodging is available in the 
Parent/Student Handbook received in 
the June mailing. 

 

Q When will we receive a detailed 
schedule for the PaǊŜƴǘǎΩ 
Weekend? 

A In October, a program of events for the 
weekend will be mailed.  A reservation 
sheet for the special events is also 
included. 
 

Q How are parent/teacher 
conferences arranged? 

A For the Academic campus, conferences 
can be arranged by calling extension 
227, and for the CAPS campus use 
extension 257.  Three formal 
appointments with teachers can be 
made.  There is plenty of opportunity 
for more informal discussions with staff 
throughout the weekend. 
 

Q What formal events occur 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ²ŜŜƪŜnd? 

A Friday night is the annual Live/Silent 
Auction benefitting the school 
scholarship program.  A semi-formal 
event, the silent auction is followed by a 
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sit down dinner and live auction.  When 
making reservations you are welcome to 
include your child in this event. 

A On Friday morning, parents are invited 
to attend classes on the Academic 
campus.  Classes are shortened in 
length to allow a look at your student’s 
entire academic school day. 
 

Q Iƻǿ Řƻ L ŘǊŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ 
Weekend? 

A For parents, casual dress is fine for on 
campus events including classes and 
conferences.  Students are asked to 
wear school dress to Friday morning 
classes being visited by parents.  The 
Friday night auction is also a dress-up 
event. 

 

Q May my youngster stay off 
campus over the weekend? 

A He/she is welcome to stay at a hotel 
with you for the overnight. They may 
also leave with you during the weekend 
for meals, sightseeing/shopping, etc..  
Students must be signed out from 
Thalheimer Hall on the Academic side 
and from the Student Union on the 
CAPS side.  Any needed medications 
should be picked up from the nurse’s 
office before leaving campus.  If you are 
looking to take a student other than 
your own off campus an administrator 
must be notified.  If you are looking to 
take a student other than your own for 
the overnight written permission must 
be supplied, to the school, by the 
parents of the student. 
 

Q What if I am unable to attend the 
tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ²ŜŜƪŜƴŘΚ  ²Ƙŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ Ƴȅ 
youngster be doing? 

A Dormitories will be open and supervised 
throughout the weekend. 

A Special on and off campus activities will 
be scheduled for students including 
dining out for some of the meals. 
 

Q What parent activities are 
ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƻŦ tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ 
Weekend? 

A The schedule is left free on Sunday so 
that parents may spend time visiting 
with their students. 
 

Q How is Halloween celebrated on 
the academic campus? 

A Parents are encouraged to send a 
costume, however trips are scheduled 
for buying costumes. 

A Students younger than sixteen and/or in 
the young dorms are allowed to Trick-
or-Treat at faculty houses on campus. 

A A Halloween party including games, 
costume judging, and music/dancing 
will be held on a designated weekend 
evening. 

 
 

NOVEMBER: 
 
Q What is the Hand-in-Hand 

Run/Walk? 
A The Run/Walk is an annual event 

participated in by many Maplebrook 
and CAPS students.  It is held on the 
local Rail Trail in Amenia and benefits 
the Panichi Family Center for 
Communication and Learning at St. 
Francis Hospital.  As a community 
service, students raise money, and 
participate or assist in the event. 
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Q What other community service 
events are held in November? 

A First and second year CAPS students 
participate in food drive(s) for the 
surrounding local communities.  
Students visit local businesses for 
donations and raised over $8,000 in 
2009. 

A Participating students are featured in an 
interview on a local radio station in 
appreciation of their community 
service. 
 

Q What is the Athletic Awards 
Banquet? 

A The Fall Sports Awards Banquet is held 
to recognize the effort and 
accomplishments of all of our athletes.  
Parents in the area are welcome and 
invited to attend.  A special meal is 
prepared and enjoyed before all 
students are recognized with a 
certificate for their participation in the 
fall sports season.  In addition, each 
team presents two awards, one for 
Most Improved Player and one for Most 
Valuable Player (MVP). 
 

Q How is Thanksgiving celebrated 
at Maplebrook? 

A On the Wednesday before Thanksgiving 
break, all staff and students enjoy a full 
course traditional holiday meal.   

 

Q Are students allowed to remain 
on campus during the 
Thanksgiving break? 

A The dormitories are NOT open during  
vacations; however the school can assist 
in matching up students who may need 
to travel a great distance with families 
of students who live in the area.  Any 

family who is willing to host a student 
over this vacation is asked to contact 
the Travel Coordinator at extension 220.  
This is facilitated on the Thanksgiving 
break because of the short turnaround 
time in departure and return dates.  It is 
not needed on the longer vacations. 

 

Q How soon do I need to make 
preparations for my studentΩs 
return home for Thanksgiving 
vacation? 

A Good references for travel preparation 
are the parent student handbook and 
the travel packet received in the June 
mailing. It includes travel guidelines as 
well as forms regarding your student’s 
travel itinerary for vacation. Students 
who will require train or airline 
transportation are asked to return their 
itinerary no less than one month before 
vacation.  Anyone travelling by plane 
should check the Parent/Student 
Handbook for the documentation 
requirements. 
 

Q How does my youngster get to 
and from the airport/train 
station? 

A On official departure and return days 
and within time guidelines identified 
within the handbook, Maplebrook 
provides van service to and from 
Wassaic Train Station (Metro-North Line 
with service to Grand Central), Bradley 
International Airport (Hartford/ 
Springfield) and Stewart Airport in 
Newburgh, New York.  The school Travel 
Coordinator will set up taxi service to 
other airports and train stations.  If a 
large group of students are departing 
from the same location at similar times, 
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Maplebrook will attempt to provide a 
van to that location. 
 

Q Will my child be left alone at the 
airport or train station? 

A Whether travelling by MBS van or by a 
taxi arranged through Maplebrook, the 
driver will stay at the station/airport 
until the departure of the train/airplane.  
In most cases the staff will stay with the 
student until boarding.  At some 
airports such as JFK and LaGuardia, staff 
remains with the students as far as 
security will allow.  At that point, 
student and driver exchange cell phone 
numbers, the staff indicates where they 
will be and remain until the flight takes 
off.  In many cases, you can arrange in 
advance with the airline for escort 
service.  Some airlines charge an 
additional fee for this service. 

 

Q Does the school provide meals on 
travel days? 

A Depending upon the time of departure 
from Maplebrook, bagged meals made 
by the dining service are sent with the 
student.  Academic students are 
supplied with $25-$40 to cover luggage 
or other airport expenses. 

A CAPS students are assisted in budgeting 
at least $25 for the trip.  Additional 
emergency money is carried by staff. 
 

Q ²ƛƭƭ Ƴȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŎŜƭƭ ǇƘƻƴŜ ōŜ 
charged? 

A Cell phones are returned to students 
during the week before travel.  They are 
encouraged to charge them before 
departure to the train station/airport. 
 

Q How early can my student leave 
for vacation? 

A Classes are held throughout the week 
prior to a vacation.  The missing of 
classes must be approved by the 
Academic Dean  on the Academic 
campus or the Director of the CAPS 
program.  On departure day no students 
should leave campus before 6:00 am.  
Students being picked up on campus 
should depart no later than 2:00 pm. 
 

Q How early can my student return 
from Thanksgiving break and 
what should he/she bring with 
them? 

A Students can return to campus on 
Sunday after 1:00 pm.  Campus will not 
be open until Sunday at 1:00 pm. 

A Appropriate inner and outer wear for 
the winter weather. 

A Any necessary sports equipment for the 
winter season including ice skates, 
snowboards or skis, in addition to any 
needed basketball, swimming, 
cheerleading or equestrian equipment. 
(Winter sports will be chosen before 
Thanksgiving break.) 

A Heating elements such as electric 
blankets, space heaters, etc. are NOT 
allowed in the dormitory. 

A A winter holiday exchange gift for 
another youngster from their dormitory 
(in the price range of $15 to $20).  Day 
students are included.  Your youngster 
will be returning home at Thanksgiving 
break with a letter explaining the gift 
exchange tradition at Maplebrook. 

A Semi-formal clothing for the annual 
Winter Ball in December. 

A (Optional) Decorations to be used in the 
Annual Dorm Holiday Decorating 
Contest. 



7 
 

A CAPS & academic students are 
encouraged to return with a gift to be 
donated to Toys for Tots or other local 
charities. 

 
 

DECEMBER: 
 

Q What is the annual Winter Ball? 
A Each December on the Saturday before 

Winter Vacation, a semi-formal dance 
for both the Academic and CAPS 
students is held on campus.  Rossman 
Hall is transformed into a Winter 
Wonderland.  Gentlemen are asked to 
wear a jacket and tie or turtleneck.  
Young ladies wear a fancy short/long 
dress or a nice pantsuit. 
 

Q What is the Dorm Holiday 
Decorating Contest? 

A Each December dorms battle for the 
coveted title of Best Decorated Dorm.  
Each dorm selects a theme to be 
conveyed through lights and 
decorations.  Following Thanksgiving 
break the dorm exteriors, common 
rooms and dorm doors are decorated by 
students and staff.  The week before 
winter vacation judging by 
administrators takes place and winners 
are awarded prizes. 
 

Q When are the winter holidays 
celebrated? 

A The last Wednesday before winter 
vacation for the academic campus and 
the last Thursday before winter vacation 
for the CAPS campus are set aside for 
celebration.  The day for the Academic 
campus includes a holiday themed 
lyceum, hors d’oeuvres with mentors 
followed by a non-denominational 

chapel service, holiday meal and musical 
performance on campus.  Each student 
receives a gift from the school before 
returning to their dormitories for a 
student gift exchange.  On the CAPS 
campus the day includes a holiday 
themed dinner and dessert followed by 
a student gift exchange at the Student 
Union. 
 

Q What travel arrangements should 
we make for winter vacation? 

A All procedures for departing for 
vacation are the same as for the 
November vacation.  (See November 
guidelines.) 
 
 

JANUARY: 
 

Q ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ w/¢Ωǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ 
takes them? 

A The RCT’s are the New York State 
Regency Competency Tests.  They are 
not mandatory tests for Maplebrook 
students.  They are given in three areas:  
reading, writing, and math.  A student 
who passes all three exams fulfills one 
of the requirements necessary to 
receive a New York State Local High 
School Diploma (the tests are not 
required for a Maplebrook High School 
Diploma).  The tests are given on 
campus during the third or fourth week 
in January.  Although the tests are 
offered again in June by NY, the January 
exam is the only one offered at 
Maplebrook each year.  Students are 
allowed to take the exams more than 
once.  Students on both campuses are 
recommended by the faculty based on 
their preparedness for the test.  Faculty 
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is careful to choose students for whom 
the experience will be positive. 
 

Q When do senior class privileges 
begin for students? 

A The last Sunday of January, at the 
beginning of the second semester, 
graduate tables begin.  As opposed to  
assigned tables drawn each week for all 
other students, seniors may sit together 
at designated graduate tables.  
Beginning in the second semester, 
seniors also meet with the Academic 
Dean to discuss and plan for their four 
day graduate trip taken in May. 
 

Q What are the Color Team 
Competitions? 

A Annually the student body, staff and 
faculty are divided into four 
interscholastic teams:  red, green, blue, 
and yellow.  Competitions between the 
teams take place throughout the second 
semester culminating on the first 
Wednesday in May with a full day of 
events.  Events include a multi-round 
spelling bee, cooking competitions, fine 
art and music challenges, as well as fun 
and creative sports and recreational 
games.  The variety of competitions 
allows all students to show their 
personal strengths and talents.  
Following the day of events, a special 
meal prepared with assistance from 
students is enjoyed by all before an 
award ceremony is held in the school 
theater. 

 
 

FEBRUARY: 
 

Q What is the Annual Bowling 
Tournament? 

A Each February students from both 
campuses, staff and faculty participate 
in a bowling tournament designed to 
raise money for the Maplebrook 
Scholarship Program.  Money is raised, 
both on campus and at home during the 
winter recess, through pledges collected 
by students as well as the sponsorship 
of bowling lanes by families and 
businesses. 

   

Q Iƻǿ ƛǎ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ 
celebrated? 

A The students choose from a variety of 
Valentine’s Day activities including a 
couple’s dinner, themed dance, and arts 
and crafts projects based on the 
holiday. 
 
 

MARCH/APRIL: 
 

Q What preparations need to be 
made for/during spring break? 

A All procedures for departing for 
vacation are the same as for the 
November vacation.  (See November 
guidelines.) 

A This is a good time to bring winter 
clothing and equipment home and to 
return with spring clothing and 
equipment.  Spring dress code begins on 
May 1st.  At that time students may 
wear dress Bermuda shorts, polo shirts 
and leather sandals.  (See “Dress Code” 
section of the Parent/Student 
Handbook.) 

A Your youngster will be coming home 
with an informational letter regarding 
tuxedo and hair appointment options 
available for the June prom.  Please 
return this information by the deadline 
indicated in the letter in order that an 
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ample number of appointments can 
reserved 
 

Q How are the spring religious 
holidays recognized and 
celebrated at Maplebrook? 

A If the holiday falls during the normal 
school session, it is an excusable 
absence for students celebrating away 
from campus.  For students remaining 
on campus, both Passover and Easter 
dinners are held.  At the Seder supper 
traditions are shared and explained 
before a Passover meal is served.  At 
Easter a chapel service reviewing the 
traditions of the holiday is attended by 
students and staff before attending a 
festive Easter dinner. 
 

Q Can my child attend religious 
holiday services? 

A Yes, students are offered an opportunity 
to attend services at local temples and 
churches. 
 

Q When is the spring standardized 
testing? 

A All academic students are given the 
complete battery of the Terra Nova 
standardized test for a full week in the 
middle of April.  Attendance during this 
testing is required. Specific questions 
regarding the testing can be directed to 
the Dean of Academics at extension 
250. 

 
 

MAY: 
 

Q When does the spring dress code 
go into effect? 

A After May 1st students may choose to 
follow the “warmer weather” spring 

dress code as outlined in the student 
handbook or continue to wear the more 
formal fall dress code. 

Q What is Color Team Day? 
A Color Team Day is the culmination of 

the semester’s intrascholastic color 
team competitions.  Students enjoy a 
day off from regular class schedules to 
participate in the annual spring event.  
In addition to sporting contests and a 
pie eating race, cooking, music, and art  
challenges, and a spelling bee round out 
the day’s events.  The ceremonies close 
in Feig Theater with ribbons for all and 
the awarding of the trophy to the 
winning team. 
 

Q When is Grandparents Day/Open 
House? 

A On the Saturday of Mother’s Day 
Weekend students welcome to campus 
grandparents as well as prospective 
students looking to learn about the 
Maplebrook program through class 
demonstrations, campus tours and 
student presentations.  The afternoon is 
left free for grandparents to enjoy time 
with their grandchildren on or off 
campus. 
 

Q What special events/activities are 
planned for the seniors prior to 
the graduation weekend? 

A Seniors are presented with a class pin 
(and ring for those who ordered one) at 
a special all-school Pin Ceremony lunch. 

A In mid-May the senior class attends a 
four day graduate trip off campus to a 
destination of the class’ choosing.  The 
trip normally includes visits to cultural 
attractions, sporting events, sightseeing, 
and much more.  Parents of seniors will  
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receive a mailing, usually in April, 
including the details of the trip. 

A During a May lyceum, seniors submit 
two or three items to be placed in their 
class time capsule.  The capsule is 
opened at the Fifth Reunion of the 
graduation during an Alumni Weekend 
in August. 

A Seniors are invited to a special meal on 
the CAPS campus. 
 

Q How does Maplebrook celebrate 
Memorial Day? 

A A day with no classes, students sign up 
for a variety of on and off campus 
activities followed by a barbeque dinner 
where yearbooks are handed out.  
Students then spend time gathering 
signatures and autographs from friends 
and classmates. 
 

Q May I take my student home for 
Memorial Day weekend? 

A Following classes on Friday, students 
may depart and should return to 
campus in time for Tuesday morning 
classes. 

 
 

JUNE: 
 

Q When is the last day of classes? 
A On both the Academic and CAPS 

campuses the last classes are held on 
Wednesday of the final week. 
 

Q When do I pack my child for the 
summer? 

A Students begin organizing and cleaning 
for their departure during the last week 
of school.  Parents may pack their 

child’s belongings any time during the 
Graduation Weekend. 
 

Q Are packing supplies available on 
campus? 

A Packing supplies (markers, tape and 
18”x18”x16” boxes) will be on sale at 
the school store to parents and 
students. 
 

Q /ŀƴ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎǎ 
be stored on the campus over the 
summer vacation? 

A Yes.  When students are packing their 
rooms they are asked to box or bag and 
label their belongings.  Any of these may 
be left on campus.  Each dorm has 
designated storage areas; please check 
with dorm staff.  
 

Q Can any of my youngsterΩǎ 
(academic & CAPS) belongings be 
shipped or mailed home? 

A Any boxes less than 70 pounds being 
mailed within the US may be brought to 
the Thalheimer Hall mailroom where 
there will be a weighing and measuring 
center.  The student and or a family 
member should label each box clearly 
with the shipping address, weight and 
dimensions of the box.  The school will 
contact UPS to arrange for pickup and 
the parent drawing account will be 
billed.  For boxes being shipped 
internationally, please contact the 
Travel Coordinator (ext 220) by May 
15th to review possible options. 
 

Q When is graduation and who 
attends? 

A The Maplebrook graduation is held on 
the first Sunday in June.  Everyone is 
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invited and current students and 
families are encouraged to stay for the 
ceremony.  There is no limit to the 
number of guests that a graduate may 
invite to support him/her on their big 
day.  The weekend officially begins on 
Thursday with a variety of ongoing 
activities. 
   

Q Where in the local area can we 
find lodging and when should we 
make arrangements? 

A Lodging arrangements should be made 
as early as September or earlier as 
rooms in the area are filled quickly by 
the many other boarding schools in the 
area.  The back of the Parent/Student 
Handbook contains a directory of local 
motels and hotels and their distance 
from the school. 
 

Q May my youngster stay with me 
at the motel? 

A Yes.  Students are welcome to stay off 
campus with families any night of the 
graduation weekend.  If they choose to 
invite another student to stay overnight, 
written permission from the student’s 
parents must be obtained and provided 
to MBS. 
 

Q What are the main events held 
over Graduation weekend? 

A Thursday includes afternoon parent-
teacher conferences and an evening 
performance of the student drama 
productions and a music recital. 

A Friday parent-teacher conferences 
continue through the day.  Friday 
evening the annual prom is held.  

A Saturday parent-teacher conferences 
continue in the morning, followed by a 
character education, academic and 

athletic award ceremony.  The annual 
Maplebrook Golf Tournament begins in 
the early afternoon at a local golf 
course.   

A Sunday the highlight of the weekend, 
the Graduation Ceremony, is held in the 
morning and followed by a coffee and 
cake reception.  Campus is normally 
empty of students and parents by 2:00 
pm. 
  

Q How and when do we schedule 
parent-teacher conferences? 

A After receiving the April mailing from 
school detailing Parent’s Weekend and 
including reservation forms, the 
Academic Secretary (ext 227) or the 
CAPS Secretary (ext 257) can be 
contacted and three conferences can be 
scheduled with your student’s teachers, 
mentors and other faculty. 
 

Q Drama Production ς The Who, 
When and Where? 

A Students participating in or working on 
the drama production sign up at the 
beginning of the school year and meet 
once a week in the fall and winter 
before increasing rehearsals in the 
spring as the production approaches.  
Parents of these students are asked to 
not take their child off campus at 
rehearsal times.  On the final 
Wednesday and Thursday of the school 
year, students involved in the 
production meet for an early dinner at 
4:30 so that actors and crew can 
prepare.  Parents, family and friends are 
invited for a 7:00 performance in the 
Feig Theater on Thursday night.  Some 
of the students who have been taking 
instrumental or voice lessons will open 
the program with a music recital 
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followed by the drama production.  The 
students look forward to seeing their 
family and friends in the audience for 
encouragement. 
 

Q Prom ς The Who, What, Where 
and When? 

A The annual school prom, whether held 
on or off campus, is a formal event that 
is attended by all Maplebrook and CAPS 
students and families.  Doors open at 
8:00 and music and dancing continues 
until midnight.  The dorms are closed 
during this time.  (During the spring 
break, information regarding the rental 
of tuxedos and the scheduling of hair 
appointments is sent home.)  For the 
prom, male students wear a suit or 
tuxedo.  Female students wear fancy 
long or short dresses or pant suits which 
they are asked to bring back to campus 
following their spring break.  Formal 
prom attire is not required for parents 
and guests attending the prom; blazers 
and ties are acceptable. 
 

Q Character Education, Academic 
and Athletic Awards Ceremony ς 
The Who, What, Where and 
When? 

A On Saturday morning in Feig Theater, all 
students, families and friends are 
encouraged to attend as students 
receive certificates and trophies for 
their accomplishments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TOPIC BY TOPIC (alphabetically) 
[ANCILLARY ACADEMICS-Lyceum, Morning 
assemble, DAY STUDENT SCHEDULES, 
EXTRACURRICULAR- Clubs & enrichment 
classes, sports, weekend activities, FUNDS: 
STUDENT BANK & DRAWING ACCOUNTS, 
HAIRCUTS, LAUNDRY, LEADERSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES- Big Brother/Big Sister, 
Leadership Group, Student Government, 
RELIGIOUS SEERVICES, R.I.S.E. PROGRAM, 
& TRANSITION PLANNING SERVICES]  

 
ANCILLARY ACADEMICS: 
Q  What is Lyceum? 
A Lyceum is a general school assembly 

held on Wednesday afternoons covering 
entertainment, informational/safety 
(such as health awareness, weather 
related safety, school guidelines, & 
bullying) and educational (such as RCT 
preparation, Black History month, etc.).  

A These lyceums are done by outside 
entertainers, Maplebrook staff and/or 
Maplebrook students.   Students in the 
past have utilized their power point 
skills in their presentations.  Suggestions 
for lyceum topics are always welcome 
from parents and students.  The 
completed lyceum schedule is posted 
on the Maplebrook website in the 
school calendar. 

 
Q What is school house morning       
    assembly? 
A The student body gathers in the 

gymnasium for the daily 
announcements presented by the 
Student Government President. 
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DAY STUDENT SCHEDULES: 
Q When should my day student 

arrive on campus each weekday 
morning? 

A Students arrive, during breakfast 
between 7:45-8:20, either by school 
district bus or by personal 
transportation as arranged by parents.    
Students arriving during the breakfast 
meal should report to the dining hall.  
Students arriving after breakfast should 
report to their assigned dormitory. 

 

Q When should my day student 
depart campus each weekday? 

A Most day students leave at one of two 
times.  Students leaving after team 
sports/clubs are picked up by school 
district bus or personally arranged 
transportation between 4:50 and 5:15.  
Students staying for dinner and study 
hall can be picked up by personally 
arranged transportation at the end of 
the first study hall period at 7:20 pm or 
at the end of the second study hall 
period at 8:20 pm.  In the evening 
students are usually picked up from the 
reception area of Thalheimer Hall.  
Students being picked up after dinner 
should be signed out from the office 
inside Thalheimer Hall.  

 

Q What happens on days when my 
child has a sporting event? 

A Not all team members attend every 
game.  In the event of an away sporting 
event which might include your child, 
please call the Athletic Director at 
extension 252 for further information.  
Some sporting events require teams to 
eat off campus and return after normal 
school district bus pick up times.  School 

district buses will not wait past the 
normal arranged pick up time. 

 

Q When is my day student allowed 
to stay on campus overnight?  Is 
there an additional charge? 

A Day students are allowed to stay 
overnight without any charge for the 
following reasons: In the event of 
inclement weather, a special school 
function (school dance, holiday 
celebration, or the night before and/or 
after an all-day trip).  Students are 
welcome to stay any night for an 
additional charge; Please contact the 
Business Office at extension 221 for 
further details.   

 
 

Q Does my day student child have a 
room on campus?   

A Each day student is assigned a 
dormitory room.  Students with 
provided with drawer and “closet” 
space.  It is recommended that day 
students keep a variety of clothes on 
campus for sporting and recreational 
events. As well, an extra set of school 
dress clothes, and sleep attire should be 
kept in their room. 

 

Q Where will my day student sleep 
if they spend the night on 
campus? 

A Students may talk to dorm staff for a 
choice of sleeping on a mattress/air 
mattress with sleeping bag in their own 
dormitory room or in an empty bed in 
the dormitory if available.  The school 
can provide a sleeping bag if needed or 
students may wish to keep an extra set 
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of bedding or sleeping bag in their 
dormitory room for these occasions.    

 

Q What weekend activities may my 
day student attend? 

A Day students are encouraged but not 
required to attend Saturday morning 
classes and team sports.  Classes run 
from 9:45 until 12:10.  Team sport 
practices are held from 1:30 until 3:45, 
although game times may be different.  
Please call the Athletic Director at 
extension 252 to confirm any scheduled 
sporting events as changes and 
cancellations may occur.    Day students 
are also welcome to attend, with no 
additional charge, school wide events 
such as dances, New York City trips, and 
intrascholastic color team competitions.   
For further information regarding 
specific events, please contact the Dean 
of Students at extension 254. 

 

Q LŦ Ƴȅ Řŀȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ 
license may he/she drive to and 
park on campus? 

A It is Maplebrook policy that no 
Maplebrook student may drive on 
campus. 

 

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES: 
Birthdays 
Q How are birthdays celebrated on 

the academic campus? 
A All students receive a birthday cake in 

the dining hall together with their peers 
singing a hearty Happy Birthday.  The 
birthday youngster also has the privilege 
of “dressing down” for the day rather 
than having to dress in “school dress.”  

 

Q May I arrange for additional 
birthday celebration activities? 

A Yes, you may arrange for additional 
celebration activities.  The types of 
choices available depend upon the age 
your youngster is turning.  The reason 
for this distinction is to avoid birthdays 
“taking over” the weekend schedule 
and not leaving time for other fun 
events.  No matter what age your 
youngster is, you may arrange for your 
youngster and up to five friends to go 
off-campus for lunch/dinner in Amenia 
or Millerton during the normal 
Maplebrook mealtime.  The school 
would provide a staff member to 
accompany the students and the 
charges for the meal would be billed to 
your parent drawing account.  

 
Q It is my understanding that 16th, 

18th, and 21st birthdays may 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ άōƛƎƎŜǊέ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ 
what does this mean?  

A For these ages, Maplebrook will make 
staff available for the full afternoon or 
evening, in addition to mealtime.  If 
going off campus, your youngster could 
take up to five students to an activity 
such as the mall, movies, bowling, 
miniature golf, etc.  If staying on 
campus, they might choose to have a 
school-wide activity such as a dance, a 
magician performance, etc.   

  
Q May I send my youngster money 

to spend for their birthday? 
A We encourage students not to keep 

more than $10 in the dormitory or on 
them.  Therefore, we suggest that you 
call the Director of Student Activities 
(ext 242) or the Business Manager (ext. 
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221) and arrange for your youngster to 
receive money from your parent 
drawing account.  

 
Q Who should I contact to make 

these additional arrangements? 
A You will receive a birthday form in the 

June mailing.  In addition you should 
contact the Director of Student 
Activities at ext. 242 to set up the 
specifics.  You should make this contact 
at least a month in advance and if you 
want to arrange for a DJ or performer, 
the sooner you call the better.  Birthday 
party expenses will be charged directly 
to your parent drawing account.   

 
Clubs & Enrichment Classes 
Q What weekend enrichment 

opportunities are available to 
CAPS students? 

A Classes include both seminars and 
practicums in the use of public 
transportation, laundry facilities, 
budgeting for and food shopping as well 
as the attending of non-credit college 
courses in academic, computer related 
and self-improvement subjects. 

 

Q What enrichment and club 
activities are available to 
academic students? 

A Some of these opportunities change by 
semester while others are offered each 
semester.  Staff and students are 
surveyed prior to each semester to 
suggest new offerings.  Some of the 
regular offerings include drama club, 
theater arts and set design, drivers 
permit, yearbook club, weight and 
fitness training and cultural diversity 
club.  Depending on student interest, 

some of the offerings may include: 
chess club, spelling bee club, debate 
club, culinary techniques, moral of the 
movie (viewing movies with the eight 
pillars of character education 
emphasized), radio and broadcasting 
club, table tennis, intramural sports 
clubs, yoga, dance instruction, 
respecting differences and class, L.D. 
Survival Guide classes, basic car repair 
and home repairs.  Most of these 
offerings take place Saturday mornings. 
However, drama club meets on Monday 
afternoon (3:05-5:15) together with 
Northeast Collegiate Institute classes 
and independent dormitory time.   

 

Q How often do students change 
enrichment activities? 

A Most enrichment activities are held for 
the entire semester.  Prior to the start 
of each semester students sign up for 
these activities.  At the beginning of 
each semester is an add-drop period 
where students have the opportunity to 
switch activities if they choose to.    

 

Q Are there any additional charges 
for these activities/clubs? 

A A few of these offerings do have 
additional charges.  These charges are 
listed on the blue permission slip sent 
with the June mailing; on this sheet 
parents should indicate any activity in 
which they would allow their student to 
participate.  If your student signs up for 
one of these activities the parent 
drawing account will be charged.  If your 
child shows interest in an activity for 
which they did not receive permission 
and in which you would like them to 
enroll please contact the Dean of 
Students at extension 254. 
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Sports 
Q Which students participate in 

team sports? 
A All Maplebrook academic campus 

students are required to participate in a 
sport each season: fall, winter, and 
spring.  Any student’s special physical 
needs are taken into consideration.   

 

Q How frequently do the teams 
practice? 

A The academic campus teams meet 
every Tuesday-Saturday for afternoon 
practices.   

 

Q What sports equipment do I need 
to provide for my child? 

A The school provides uniforms and major 
team equipment.  A specific list of 
individually needed equipment is 
included in the June mailing.     
Questions regarding this can be directed 
to the Athletic Director at extension 
252. 

 

Q What sports are offered at 
Maplebrook? 

A Fall sports include Soccer*, Cross 
Country*, Field Hockey* and Equestrian.  
Winter offerings are Basketball*, 
Swimming*, Cheerleading and 
Equestrian.  The spring sports are 
Softball*, Track and Field*, Tennis* and 
Equestrian. (Notes:  Sports marked with 
an asterisk are competitive. The 
Equestrian Team has an additional 
charge per season). 

 

Q Are all sports competitive?  

A All sports emphasize the importance of 
participation, sportsmanship and 
teamwork.  Some sports compete in 

contests against other schools (see 
sports marked with asterisks above).  
The emphasis here is still on 
sportsmanship and teamwork, and 
coaches look to include all team 
members in the contests.   

A The equestrian team is a non-
competitive sport.  Students at various 
riding levels receive professional 
instruction at a local horse farm.  
Beginning riders are welcome.  The 
team rides three days a week and 
usually spends the other two practice 
sessions exercising in our on-campus 
weight and fitness center.   

 

Q What sports opportunities are 
available to C.A.P.S. students? 

A All first year C.A.P.S. students are 

allowed to participate in the academic 

campus sports program described above.  
Second year C.A.P.S. may also 
participate if their schedule allows and 
with permission from the Director of 
C.A.P.S..   In addition, there is a C.A.P.S. 
basketball team which schedules 
evening and Saturday contests against 
local programs.  All C.A.P.S. students are 
welcome to participate on the team.  
The C.A.P.S. skiing/snowboarding 
program is open to all interested 
C.A.P.S. students.  Thursday, Saturday 
and Sunday trips are taken to 
Catamount ski area in Hillsdale, New 
York.  Lessons are available at the 
mountain for an extra charge.  Although 
the majority of students choose to 
purchase a season pass, students may 
go up on a pay per day basis.  
Arrangements for year-long equipment 
rentals are made at the beginning of the 
ski season, or students may use their 
own personal equipment. All C.A.P.S. 
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students are also required to attend two 
recreational periods per week usually 
held on Tuesday and Thursday evenings.  
During these periods the swimming 
pool, gym, and weight & fitness center 
are utilized for a variety of exercises and 
games. 

   

 

Q Who do I contact with questions 
concerning sports or the sports 
program? 

A For the academic campus program, 
please contact the director of athletics 
at extension 252.  For the C.A.P.S. 
program, please contact the Director of 
C.A.P.S. programming at extension 255.  
Sports schedules and directions to 
events are also listed on the school 
website, but please call to confirm any 
changes before driving to a game. 

 

Weekend Activities 
Q How and when do C.A.P.S. 

students choose their weekend 
activities campus? 

A Weekend off-campus activities are 
posted at the beginning of each week 
on the Student Union bulletin board.  
Students are able to sign up for off- 
campus activities at that time.  Those 
who choose to stay on campus may 
spend time in the Student Union or in 
`The Internet Café in Millpond. 

 

Q How and when do academic 
campus students choose their 
weekend activities? 

A The Director of Student Activities 
usually meets with the academic 
students as a whole on Tuesday evening 
after dinner in the dining hall in order to 

review weekend activity choices and do 
sign-ups at that time.  Weekend activity 
choices, both on and off campus, are 
normally offered for Friday and 
Saturday evenings, as well as, Sunday 
afternoon (students on R.I.S.E. 
orientation level may sign-up for only 
the on-campus activities).  It is 
explained to the students that just 
because they sign-up for an activity it 
does not mean that there will be room 
for all of the students who sign-up; they 
are reminded to check the schedule 
when it is posted on Thursdays, to see in 
which activities they are listed.  Any 
questions regarding the weekend 
activities should be directed to the 
Director of Student Activities at 
extension 242.  The students are also 
reminded that once they are placed in 
an activity for which they have signed 
up, they may not change.  If they do not 
sign-up for an activity, they are placed in 
one by the Director of Student 
Activities. 

 
Q When are weekend offerings 

posted on the Maplebrook web 
page?  

A The types of activities taking place the 
upcoming weekend are usually posted 
on the Maplebrook web page on 
Wednesday of that week.   

 
Q When should I let Maplebrook 

know if I am visiting or taking my 
student (and friends) off campus 
on the weekend? 

A We ask that you (not your youngster) 
contact the Travel Coordinator at ext. 
220 by the Wednesday prior to the 
weekend so that this information is 
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included on the weekend travel 
schedule (which assists us in keeping 
track of all students at all times) and so 
that they are not scheduled for an off-
campus activity.    

 
Q What is the process if my 

youngster is invited out by 
another student and their family? 

A In the June mailing parents receive a 
blue “Permission/Release Form;” One of 
the questions asks if you give 
permission for your youngster to go off 
campus with the parents of another 
student for a day trip.  If you indicate 
yes, then no further permission is 
needed; the parent taking your child off 
campus for a day trip would need to 
inform the Travel Coordinator by 
Wednesday and check to see if the 
youngster does have permission on file. 
When the parent takes your child off 
campus they will be responsible for 
signing them out and to check with the 
Nurse’s Office to see if the youngster 
needs to take medications with them.  If 
your youngster does not have 
permission on file, then they will not be 
allowed to go unless you contact the 
Maplebrook Travel Coordinator or an 
administrator and inform us otherwise.  
For overnight trips/stays with someone 
other than the student’s 
parent/guardian requires written 
permission (e-mail, fax or mailed letter), 
by Wednesday, indicating 1)who they 
will be with, and when your youngster 
may do this overnight.  Also the parent 
of the student who will be hosting your 
youngster must also contact/call the 
Travel Coordinator by Wednesday.  
Anyone missing weekday classes must 

receive prior permission from the 
Academic Dean at ext. 250.   

 
Q How are students selected for a 

trip if too many students signed 
up?  

A One of the privileges earned by the 
students at the higher levels of R.I.S.E is 
to be eligible for more frequent off-
campus activity trips.  Students on 
R.I.S.E. Levels 2 through Contract Plus 
are eligible for off-campus activity trips 
(Orientation Level students may not go 
on off-campus activity trips).  If more 
students sign up than there are seats on 
the van then normally student selection 
is started at the highest R.I.S.E. level and 
continues to proceed down a level until 
the van is full.     

 
Q How does my youngster sign up 

for special full day trips? 
A Normally, full-day Sunday trips are 

scheduled for New York City twice a 
semester.  These trips are set up in such 
a manner that each interested student 
should to able to participate in at least 
two of these trips.  We limit group size 
to approximately 30 so that the 
students have the opportunity to 
experience more things on their trip.  
These trips usually include a Broadway 
show, sightseeing to museums or 
interesting landmarks, or the Bronx Zoo. 
Generally, the groups go to the City by 
train, eat  one or two meals at a City 
restaurant, and if time allows they 
include some shopping/window 
shopping.  All four trips are usually pre-
planned during the summer so that on 
Opening Day, at the registration table, 
you may assist your youngster in 
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signing-up for the trip(s) which most 
interest him/her.  Information regarding 
trip costs (the school does cover a 
portion of the trip) is also available at 
that time.  

 

FUNDS: STUDENT BANK & PARENT 
DRAWING ACCOUNTS 
Q What funds are available to my 

academic youngster on a regular 
basis? 

A Maplebrook Student Bank is usually 
open three times a week following 
lunch at 1:00.  The Maplebrook Business 
Manager holds bank at mentoring time  
so that it is easily accessible to all 
students on the academic campus.  The 
purpose of the student bank is to assist 
students in learning budgeting skills.  
This account is to cover small expenses 
and activities such as the movies or 
bowling.  Each student receives an 
allowance weekly, the amount is based 
on their R.I.S.E. level and is in the $4-$8 
range, which is deposited directly into 
their student bank account. Students 
also receive a small amount for their 
apprentice jobs on-campus.  Parents 
may choose to start their youngster’s 
account out with a small amount 
(approximately $20) on Opening Day 
and others add to the account at various 
times during the year.  If you do wish to 
put money into this account during the 
year, you just need to call the Business 
Office at ext. 221 and the money will be 
transferred from your parent drawing 
account into the student bank account.   

 
Q What additional funds are 

available with my prior approval? 

A When you make your tuition payment, 
$500.00 of that money is automatically 
placed in your parent drawing account. 
With your prior permission, items such 
as birthday parties, additional program 
charges (horseback riding, skiing, 
ceramics, instrumental lessons, etc.), 
large trip/activity expenses are charged 
to this account.  Other items billed to 
this account include textbooks, student 
allowances, travel to airports, etc.  Your 
youngster does not have direct access 
to this account, however if you want 
money transferred from this account 
into the student bank account to which 
your youngster does have direct access, 
just call the Business Office at ext. 221.  

 
Q What if my drawing account 

funds get low? 
A You will receive statements on a regular 

basis from the Business Office itemizing 
the items charged to this account.  The 
Business Office will also inform you if 
you need to add more funds to the 
account.   

 
Q What do I do if my youngster says 

there is no money available?  
A As noted above, one purpose of the  

student bank account is to teach 
students budgeting.  Even if the child 
has more than $20 in his/her account 
normally they are not allowed to take 
more than $20 out in a given week 
unless there is a specific reason or if you 
have given permission.  If the youngster 
asks for $100 and is given only $20, they 
may tell their parents that they don’t 
have any money.  You may call the 
Business Office (ext. 221) at any time to 
find out the balance in their account.  
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Q Do I need to mail my youngster 
money? 

A To avoid money getting lost or 
borrowed, we strongly recommend that 
a student does not have more than $10 
in the dorm and that you not send them 
or give them more than this amount of 
cash.  Again if you want them to have 
more for a specific reason, please call 
the Business Office and they will make 
sure the youngster receives the money 
at the time of the event.       

 

HAIRCUTS 
Q When are haircuts made 

available to students? 
A On the academic campus, it is 

recommended that each student have 
their hair cut, styled, or similarly 
attended to when at home during 
vacation periods.  In particular cases 
such as before prom or if an individual’s 
hair is too long, etc. (Male haircuts 
should not be longer than mid-ear at 
the ear and in the back on longer than 
the top of dress shirt collar) we will 
arrange for haircuts; these charges will 
be billed to your parent drawing 
account. 

A On the C.A.P.S. campus, in coordination 
with staff, students arrange for their 
own hair cut appointments. 

 
LAUNDRY 
Q How is laundry handled on the 

C.A.P.S. campus? 
A Each C.A.P.S. youngster, as part of their 

independent living skills program, does 
their own wash in dormitory washers & 
dryers and ironing on a weekly basis.  
Students are to budget for their own 

laundry detergent as part of the 
learning experience 

Q How is laundry handled on the 
academic campus? 

A On the academic campus, the students’ 
laundry is sent out to E&R Campus 
Laundry Service and cleaned on a 
weekly basis.  The school covers the 
cost of the basic service (wash, dry & 
fold).  You have the opportunity to 
purchase additional services such as dry 
cleaning and/or pressing; included in 
the Maplebrook June mailing is an 
informational packet form to be 
completed by you and mailed directly to 
E&R Campus Laundry Service. 

A Students sort their laundry on Sunday 
mornings and complete a “Student 
Garment Checklist” to record the items 
they are sending to the laundry in an 
E&R supplied bag. They then take their 
bag to one of two pickup locations: girls 
to Marjorie Finger Hall foyer and boys to 
the Evans Hall contract room. 

A When the laundry is returned (usually 
Thursday mornings) the students should 
check the retuned items against the 
“Student Garment Checklist.”  If items 
are missing or damaged they should 
report it at that time to the dorm staff.  
The dorm staff will assist the student in 
completing a “Customer Service 
Inquiry” form; the student then gives 
the “Student Garment Checklist,”  
“Customer Service Inquiry,” and any 
damaged item to the Dean of Students 
who forwards these materials to E&R 
Campus Laundry Service.  If E&R is 
responsible for the lost or damaged 
article, they will either repair, find,   or 
reimburse for the item.      

 
 



21 
 

LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES: 
The development of leadership skills is a 
natural part of Maplebrook School’s 
Program Goals.  Those goals in particular 
which encompass this skill development 
include the following:  Each student will a) 
develop a healthy and constructive self-
image; b) develop the skills necessary to 
maintain a positive interaction with his/her 
peers; c) acquire those social graces which 
are considered necessary to his/her social 
image; d) be able to achieve success in the 
post-Maplebrook period of his/her life; and 
e) be given the opportunity to become 
more adept in decision making and 
acceptance of personal responsibility. 
 

Leadership Group 
Q Who is eligible for Leadership 

Group Class and what is its 
purpose?   

A R.I.S.E., a backbone of the Maplebrook 
experience, focuses on the building of 
self-esteem through responsibility.  An 
increased focus on leadership skill 
development encourages students at 
the R.I.S.E. independence levels of 
Contract and Contract Plus to further 
strive toward their potential and 
enhance self-esteem and character 
development.  In addition it is the goal 
of leadership group to enable students 
to cultivate an increased sense of 
personal responsibility, ownership in, 
and concern for the well-being of the 
larger community of which they are 
apart.   All R.I.S.E. Contract and Contract 
Plus Level students attend weekly 
leadership group class led by one or two 
staff facilitators.   

 

Q What does leadership class 
address and when does it meet? 

A Leadership class usually meets on 
Wednesday evenings after first period 
study hall.  Meeting agendas include 
team building activities, leadership 
projects, and student sharing and 
discussion of leadership experiences. 

 
Q Who should I contact for further 

information regarding leadership 
group?  

A For further information regarding 
leadership group, please contact the 
Dean of Students at ext. 254. 

  

Big Brother/Big Sister 
Q What is the Big Brother/Big Sister 

Program and who do I contact 
with questions?  

A At the beginning of the school year, 
each new academic student (“little 
brother/sister”) is teamed with a 
returning student (“big brother/sister”), 
normally at R.I.S.E. Level 4 or above,  to 
help them feel more comfortable and 
learn about Maplebrook.  If you have 
questions regarding this program please 
contact the Dean of Students at ext. 
254.  

 
Q When is my youngster informed 

of whom they have as a Big/Little 
Brother/Sister? 

A A mailing is sent out at the end of 
August to Big/Little Brothers/Sisters at 
the end of August listing Big/Little 
Brother/Sister pairs and their contact 
information.  Parents are asked to 
encourage their youngster, if he/she is a 
Big Sister/Brother, to contact their Little 
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Sister/Brother prior to Opening Day to 
introduce themselves and help the new 
student to feel more comfortable.   

 
Student Government 
Q How is Student Government 

organized on the academic 
campus? 

A Student Government includes the 
following elected positions: president, 
vice-president, treasurer, and secretary, 
as well as dormitory, day student, and 
Maplebrook International Student 
Association (M.I.S.A.) representatives.   

A Student Government meetings are held 
on a weekly basis and are also attended 
by the Student Government staff 
advisor. 

  
Q When do campaigning, speeches 

and elections take place? 
A Campaigning takes place in October 

starting with interested students 
gathering petition signatures to qualify 
them as candidates.  Candidates give 
their speeches both during the fall 
Parents’ Weekend and to the full 
student body at either morning 
assembly or lyceum prior to elections 
which take place on national Election 
Day in November.  At that time, any 
candidate must be on R.I.S.E. Level 4 or 
above to be included in the election and 
must maintain Level 4 to stay an active 
member of Student Government. 

 
Q What are some of the general 

activities in which Student 
Government involves itself? 

A Student Government members take a 
leadership role demonstrating a positive 

school spirit, stay knowledgeable of 
school guidelines, and inform students 
on how to go through Student 
Government to achieve results on 
various issues in a positive manner.  
They also run morning school assembly, 
plan on-campus social events, and 
conduct fundraising activities for the 
senior trip and/or community service 
causes.  

 
Q If I have questions regarding 

Student Government, who should 
I contact at Maplebrook?  

A Student Government program questions 
should be directed toward the Dean of 
Students at extension 254. 

 
RELIGIOUS SERVICE: While Maplebrook 

is not a church-affiliated school, moral and 
spiritual education are an intrinsic part of 
life in the Maplebrook boarding school 
community as exhibited through grace at 
meals, observance of religious holidays, and 
a non-denominational chapel on campus.   
 

Q Are students taken to local 
services? 

A Depending upon the Maplebrook 
population & parent/student requests, 
travel to and from local churches and 
temple is offered regularly on 
weekends. In addition, transportation 
and supervision is offered for religious 
holiday observance at church/temple.  
For further information please contact 
the Dean of Students at extension 254. 

 
Q What is the Merck Interfaith 

Chapel?   
A The Merck Interfaith Chapel, located on 

the Maplebrook campus, is envisioned 



23 
 

to be a house of prayer and reflection 
for all students/staff to celebrate their 
religious, cultural and spiritual practices. 
The Chapel is seen as a model of 
diversity in a setting that supports the 
expression and celebration of different 
faith traditions while promoting 
discovery and learning about the 
common threads that bind people.  The 
Chapel supports Maplebrook’s core 
values by promoting interfaith/cultural 
understanding and cooperation through 
program and example.   

A The Chapel is available to serve as a 
center for the following: orientation for 
new parents and students, memorial 
services, holiday lectures/prayers, 
spiritual & general guidance, emergency 
response to individual tragedies/crises, 
observances of various holidays & 
celebrations, Society of Honor induction 
ceremonies, ecumenical and non-
denominational services, and 
meditation and/or prayer services. 

  
Q How are religious holidays 

observed on campus? 
A In addition to chapel services, formal 

holiday meals are celebrated by staff 
and students alike in an atmosphere of 
sharing and learning about the beliefs 
and traditions of others. 

 

Q May I take my youngster home 
for the religious holiday? 

A The day of a religious holiday is 
considered an excusable absence from 
school.  You should contact the 
Academic Dean at extension 250 to 
make these arrangements. 

  

RESPONSIBILITY INCREASES SELF-
ESTEEM (R.I.S.E.) PROGRAM: 
Q What is R.I.S.E.? 
A R.I.S.E. was developed as a tool to 

increase self-esteem and responsibility, 
and instill values that will enable 
youngsters to make appropriate 
choices. Points are earned by achieving 
necessary levels of responsibility in 
regard to student preparedness, effort, 
and interaction.  For details see the 
R.I.S.E. Book by Dr. Fazzone, available 
from the Admissions Office.  

  
Q How does R.I.S.E. operate? 
A Students earn points in morning 

assembly, classes, team sports, study 
hall, dormitory responsibilities, and 
work (apprentice job) performance.  
Categories vary slightly on the C.A.P.S. 
campus to take into account the 
differences in programming. “R.I.S.E.” 
slips are filled out and reviewed with 
the student by faculty during these 
activities and then provided to each 
youngster’s mentor.  The mentor 
records these points earned on a weekly 
summary sheet which is then provided 
to the R.I.S.E. Committee.  The R.I.S.E. 
Committee meets weekly and, based on 
the student’s performance level as 
indicated by the data and the mentor’s 
recommendations, determines the 
student’s R.I.S.E. level. 

A There are ten sublevels through which a 
student progresses based upon their 
individual performance. All new 
students start on the Orientation Level. 
A student may advance up to one 
sublevel a week. R.I.S.E. levels carry 
from year to year; if student is on Level 
4 at the end of the school in June, they 
will begin at Level 4 when they return to 
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school in either July or September.  The 
sublevels fall into four levels of 
independence:                                            
BEGINNER LEVELS (Listens to staff and 
attempts to follow directions with 
prompting)- Orientation, 2, 2+;                 
INTERMEDIATE LEVELS (Follows major 
school rules, cares for room, clothing, & 
personal hygiene to the best of ability, 
& completes homework)-3,3-2,3-3,3-4;                             
ADVANCED LEVEL (Knows & meets 
his/her responsibilities with minimal 
redirecting by staff)- 4;                            
INDEPENDENT LEVELS (Knows and 
assumes his/her responsibilities without 
prompting and participates in 
leadership training group)- Contract, 
Contract Plus.  

     
Q What does a mentor do? 
A The mentor meets at least once a week 

with each of his/her mentees 
individually to discuss progress  and/or 
concerns and to assist with day-to-day 
issues that may arise with a mentee.  
The mentor also contacts the 
parent/guardian of each of their 
mentees at least once every two weeks 
or as mutually agreed upon by the 
mentor and parent/guardian.  

 
Q What does a Parent 

Communication Coordinator 
(PCC) do?  

A The PCC is a second Maplebrook 
faculty/staff member who contacts you 
on a regular basis.  In contrast to the 
mentor, the PCC addresses, in general, 
more school-wide issues with you such 
as upcoming events and who to contact 
regarding your specific concerns.  The 
PCC makes monthly contact with you or 

as mutually agreed upon by you and the 
PCC. 

  
Q When and how do I find out who 
Ƴȅ ȅƻǳƴƎǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƳŜƴǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ t// 
are?   

A On Opening Day at the registration table 
you will receive this information.  If your 
youngster starts at Maplebrook 
midyear, you will receive this 
information on the day you drop-off / 
settle-in him/her.  

 
TRANSITISION PLANNING SERVICES: 
Q What transition planning services 
ŘƻŜǎ aŀǇƭŜōǊƻƻƪ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŦƻǊ άƭƛŦŜ 
after MapleōǊƻƻƪέΚ 

A Group informational meetings are often 
offered on fall and/or spring Parents’ 
Weekends (October and June).  The 
individual transitional process is usually 
initiated approximately 18 months prior 
to your youngster completing the 
academic or C.A.P.S. program.  There is 
a choice of the “basic plan” or the 
“comprehensive plan” services. 

 
Q Who should I contact at 

Maplebrook for further 
information regarding transition 
planning?  

A The person to contact is the Dean of 
Admissions/Transition Services at 373-
8191, ext. 224. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


